It's easy to build your own microarrayer!
DNA microarrays are becoming the tool of choice for microbial gene-expression profiling and genotypic analysis. The construction of a gridding robot for the 'in-house' production of microarrays is a choice worth considering, and offers distinct advantages over other options in terms of cost effectiveness and scale. Having built our own robot, we want to dispel some of the myths that might be associated with such a project, as well as provide practical advice for potential builders in the UK and Europe.